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Clearwater remembers
the legendary Pete Seeger
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Ingrid Heldt with Pete Seeger at the Beth Israel Music Awards Ceremony in Manhattan
in 2013. Heldt, the Vice President of New Jersey Friends of Clearwater, will be at this

year's festival, with the theme “What Would Pete Do7”

By Neil Schulman
Long Branch — The theme of the 39th
Annual New Jersey Friends of
Clearwater’s Clearwater Festival, taking
place this Sawrday, is “What Would Pete
Do?” a tribute to Clearwater founder Pete
Seeger.

Ingrid Heldt, Vice President of the
group, knows what Pete would do because
she spent extensive time with him, becom-

ing friends over the last decade.

Seeger’s folk songs, such as “If I Had A
Hammer” and “Tum Turn Turn” have
become known around the world. When
Seeger first showed Heldt a German trans-
lation of Where Have All The Flowers
Gone, and asked her to perform it, she was
surprised — because she’d heard the song
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Fesuval is named for the sloop
Clearwater, which he sailed down
the Hudson River, singing songs
to raise awareness of water pollu-
tion.

Seeger passed away this year,
at the age of 94.

Heldt first met him a decade

Seeger | tireless, she
said.ﬂgwamsﬂmmmat

na.wa’y mhiselemicm

For years, when he performed
the song John Henry, he split
wood on stage to illustrate the
songabmﬂmstmldnmgman
When his insurance company
said this was a liability, he instead
got a large hammer and anvil
Heldt said she could barely lift
the hammer, ‘but_saw Seeger

ago, when a friend of hers, Spook  using
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trips to visit him in the Tlast
decade..

Heldt, who has four CDs of her
own and has written music for
commercials, also worked with
him musically. They co-wrote a
couple of songs together. One of
them, Seeger had the melody and
first verse, which had been writ-
ten by Malvina Reynolds, the
songwriter who penned his hit
“Little Boxes.” Heldt wrote a
couple of more verses.

She also helped him on a song
“Raise Your Voice,” which he
described as “a lullaby for future
rebels.”
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"Man’tlmuwiﬂhdap:emo-
nition or not, but I took 400 pho-
tos of the World Trade Center
towers when they were beauti-
ful,” she said. When she devel-
bpedﬁlmn,ﬁeliﬁitmﬂzemgoﬁ
the Twin Towers was so bright
that sometimes the image was
blanked out.

After Sept. 11, she used these
images in a video to her song
“Poetry in Stone.” It drew heavy
attention around the internet.

Seeger’s work inspired Heldt to
help start the Circle of Song for
the New Jersey Friends of
Clearwater. Unlike many circles,
which fade away after a year or
so, this one is thriving after four
yeam.w:thboﬂ!singersandhs-
teners ; the monthly ses-
sions. It began at the Asbury Park
United Methodist Church, but
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a coffee house, then outgrew that
and moved to the Eatontown
Community Center this year.

The first session at the
Eatontown Community Center
was just after Seeger died. Sixty
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